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state and local level and is the founder of Ann 
Arbor’s Safe House program. 

After graduating from Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, Ms. Stroud began her career working 
to reduce domestic violence in Washtenaw 
County. She was then elected to the 
Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners 
at the age of 28, where she served four con-
secutive terms from 1972 to 1980. During this 
time, she served on the Governor’s Crime Vic-
tims Compensation Board and the Legislative 
Advisory Committee on Domestic Violence, 
where her advocacy and efforts resulted in 
Michigan passing comprehensive domestic vi-
olence legislation that included strong protec-
tions for women and children. Additionally, Ms. 
Stroud spearheaded the creation of a network 
of private homes to provide shelter for victims 
of domestic violence. This effort culminated in 
the opening of the Ann Arbor Safe House in 
1992, the first publicly funded domestic vio-
lence shelter in the United States. 

Ms. Stroud has been an outstanding advo-
cate for children and families in need through-
out her career. She has been involved with 
the National Organization for Women, since its 
founding in 1966, and remains active in the 
local American Association of University 
Women, where she has previously served as 
its president. These actions, along with her in-
volvement in Ann Arbor Safe House, have 
helped to create a supportive and welcoming 
environment and provided much-need re-
sources for domestic violence victims. Ms. 
Stroud has also worked to support these and 
other public health efforts during her 40-year 
tenure on the Washtenaw County Board of 
Health. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Kathleen Stroud for her lifetime of 
service on behalf of Washtenaw County and 
its residents. Ms. Stroud has been a key figure 
in fighting for social justice throughout her ca-
reer. 
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Savannah 
Pride for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Savannah Pride is a student at Wheat 
Ridge High School and received this award 
because her determination and hard work 
have allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Savannah 
Pride is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Sa-
vannah Pride for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

MICHAEL KINDER & SONS 125TH 
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Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, this 
year a family owned and operated construc-
tion company in northeast Indiana is cele-
brating its 125th year in business. Since 1892, 
Michael Kinder & Sons, owned and operated 
by the Kinder family, has been working on 
planning, designing, and building projects in 
and around Fort Wayne, Indiana. A company 
that began with just three construction workers 
and an old mule has grown to become a lead-
ing regional construction firm. Over the years, 
Michael Kinder & Sons has completed thou-
sands of projects and transformed skylines 
across northeast Indiana. The Michael Kinder 
& Sons team has constructed important indus-
trial facilities, houses of worship, health-care 
facilities, senior-care residences, college cam-
puses, and commercial buildings. The com-
pany has made it a point to support local char-
ities and has offered leadership to local non- 
profit, education, and faith-based boards. 
Guided by its motto—‘‘We will serve our cli-
ents’ needs—no matter how large or small— 
by providing quality services in the commercial 
and industrial marketplace’’—Michael Kinder & 
Sons has been an important part of northeast 
Indiana’s fabric for 125 years. I congratulate 
the entire Michael Kinder & Sons team on 
their success and wish them many prosperous 
years ahead. 
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
share my most sincere appreciation for the life 
and service of Navy Petty Officer First Class 
Remington J. Peters. He was tragically taken 
from this world at the young age of 27 over 
the Memorial Day weekend. 

Remi was born and raised in Grand Junc-
tion, Colorado, where he was known by his 
friends to be a loving, caring and passionate 
young man who brought a smile to everyone’s 
face. His parents described him as an angel 
on earth. After Remi graduated from Grand 
Junction High School, he found his calling in 
the U.S. Navy. He entered SEAL school and 
graduated without difficulty. 

During his distinguished time in the Navy, 
Remi was assigned to the SEAL’s prestigious 
Leap Frogs, the Navy’s parachute demonstra-
tion team. Remi performed over 900 jumps, 
most of them at public gatherings in front of 
hundreds of thousands of Americans. 

As a Navy SEAL, Remi risked his life every 
time he stepped foot on a ship or helicopter. 
Remi accepted the dangers of two combat 
tours and hundreds of jumps in order to serve 
his country. 

Mr. Speaker, at only 27 years old, Remi had 
an impressive list of accomplishments. I hope 
as his family and friends commemorate his 
life, they are continually reminded of what an 

extraordinary individual he was. Remi will for-
ever be remembered in his hometown of 
Grand Junction, and by so many who came to 
know him over the years. I continue to pray for 
comfort for Remi’s family and friends during 
this difficult time, and I know that the memory 
of Remington J. Peters will live on in all who 
share his story. 
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Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of former First State Bank 
executive, Lamar Ball, who passed away on 
March 26, 2017. Mr. Ball was known for his 
commitment to his family and his leadership in 
the Denton banking community. He was a 
skilled visionary who saved First State Bank 
from potential closure immediately after as-
suming the role of chairman and CEO in Octo-
ber 1989. 

A Tennessee native, Mr. Ball graduated 
from the University of Tennessee in Knoxville 
in 1962. Long before he led First State Bank, 
Mr. Ball began his working life measuring cot-
ton crops straight out of college. After a full 
year of such work, he decided he needed a 
change. The only requirement for his next job, 
according to his daughter Allison, was that it 
be indoors, so Mr. Ball accepted a banking job 
in Atlanta and embarked on a banking career 
that would endure more than 30 years. 

To Mr. Ball, his legacy was important. Ac-
cording to his son David, ‘‘His legacy was not 
the material things he gained; his legacy was 
his children and grandchildren, and he made 
sure [they] knew that.’’ Mr. Ball was an ac-
complished and influential banker, but more 
importantly, he was a loving and dedicated 
parent and grandparent. He will be greatly 
missed. I include in the RECORD an article that 
appeared in The Denton Record-Chronicle. 
LAMAR BALL, FORMER EXEC AT FIRST STATE 

BANK, DIES AT AGE 76 
(Jenna Duncan, Staff Writer) 

Lamar Ball, a devoted father, grandfather 
and a staple in the Denton banking commu-
nity, died Sunday after a battle with 
myelodysplastic syndrome, a blood disorder 
that can lead to cancer. He was 76. 

Ball was known in Denton for saving First 
State Bank. He started in October 1989 as 
chairman and CEO and quickly stopped the 
bank from losing money and facing closure. 
He brought in investor Carl Pohlad, who at 
the time owned the major league baseball 
team Minnesota Twins, and rebuilt the com-
pany, former colleagues said. 

‘‘His mission was to raise capital to quite 
frankly save the bank and he did, so in my 
mind he saved First State Bank of Texas,’’ 
said Bill Bonds, who served as chief financial 
officer under Ball. ‘‘He was a visionary. He 
told me one time that he loved to create 
worth. His greatest skill was finding or tak-
ing something that was broken and turning 
it into something valuable.’’ 

The Tennessee native graduated from the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville in 1962 
and immediately got a job measuring cotton 
crops. His daughter, Allison Bertorelli, said 
his only specifications for what he wanted in 
his first job was that it would be indoors. 

The next year, Ball switched to banking 
with a job in Atlanta and continued in the 
industry for more than 30 years. 
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